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Montgomery County Tennis Association




Frequently Asked Questions About

Junior Team Tennis (JTT)
How do I register my son or daughter for play?  
Players can register once they have been invited to join a team and have been given the team number by the team captain.  To register, go to www.tennislink.usta.com/TEAMTENNIS/Main/Home.aspx and click on Register to Play at the top left.

Players who have requested MCTA find a team placement must wait until a placement is found before registering.  This is because some of the player fees are outside of MCTA’s control and are not refundable if a placement is not found.
How are teams formed?  

Teams are formed in two ways.  

1) A group of players and a captain (usually a parent volunteer or tennis coach) tell the JTT Administrator that they would like to form a team for the season and in what division, and the JTT Administrator then gives the captain a team number through which players register onto their team.

2) If there are several players looking for placement in the same division, they may form a team if there is a parent or coach willing to serve as captain.
Any parent or coach wishing to captain a team must be registered in TennisLink as a JTT captain (required only once) and must comply annually with USTA Mid-Atlantic’s back grouch check.  To register as a captain, go to www.tennislink.usta.com/TEAMTENNIS/Main/Home.aspx and look for Become a Coach/Manager at the bottom right.  
Information and instructions for the back ground check are on the USTA Mid-Atlantic web site www.midatlantic.usta.com/Global/Custom%20Pages/Jr_Team_Tennis/Background%20Checks/Home.aspx.
How many players are on a team?  Can a team have boys and girls on it?
A team must have at least 6 players.  
New in fall of 2010 – all teams may be coed in the fall and winter seasons (ie, any team in any division may have any compliment of boys and girls).  A team may have more than 6 players; however, player fees are the same regardless of the number of players on a team.

During the spring Championship season, MCTA/JTT complies with National USTA JTT regulations and so all teams must have at least 3 boys and 3 girls.
What are the levels and age groups?  How do I know what level my son/daughter should play?

The divisions for MCTA JTT play are Intermediate and Advanced for 10-under, 12-under, 14-under, and 18-under.  The age cut off varies with the season.  
Fall and Winter:  In the fall and winter seasons, a player must be age-eligible on the first day of that season but may have a birthday any time during that season.  For example, a player who is 10 on Oct 1st, the first day of a fall season, but turns 11 on Oct 5th, may play 10-under for the fall season but must play 12-under in the winter season.

Spring:  During the spring Championship season, MCTA/JTT complies with National USTA JTT regulations and so all players must remain age-eligible through 8/31 of that year.

MCTA does not offer a division for beginners.  Intermediate players are those who may be new to formal competition or who compete infrequently but who have taken lessons for some time and can hit forehands, backhands, serves, and volleys with some consistency.  These players can get their serve in the service box at least 75% of the time and can rally across 5 or more shots.  Advanced players typically play tournaments, play for their school team and/or have been taking lessons for many years.  They hit with good consistency, directional control, and pace.  In the spring season, any player with 300 or more ranking points must play Advanced, regardless of the age division in which he/she earned the points.
What are the seasons?  How long are the seasons?

MCTA offers Fall, Winter and Spring JTT, each season of varying lengths.  The Fall season typically runs from early October up to the MCPS winter break, with team registration in late August into early to mid-September.  The Winter season typically begins in mid-January and finishes up some time in April with registration in December.  The Spring season runs May – June with registration in April.  

Division winners in the Spring season are eligible to advance to the USTA Maryland State Championships held in July.  USTA Mid-Atlantic Sectional Championships are held in August.
MCTA does not offer a summer JTT season.  Juniors who wish to play through the summer can join the MCTA Junior Ladder.  Information is found at www.mctatennis.org at the bottom left.

What is the match format?  

Each team match consists of 2 singles and 1 doubles played simultaneously (4 players required for a match) for up to 90 minutes.  Individual matches are 2 sets with a 3rd set tie break and use regular scoring.
When and where are the matches played?

All JTT matches are scheduled on weekends.  In the past, 10’s and 12’s have played on Saturdays, 14’s on Saturdays and Sundays, and 18’s on Fridays and Sundays.  But because court availability may not match need, all teams/divisions should expect to play Friday evening, Saturdays, or Sundays.

In most cases JTT matches are played at indoor public and private facilities in Montgomery County including Wheaton, Cabin John (Pauline Betz Addie Tennis Center), Quince Orchard, Manor, Georgetown Prep, Whitley Park, Argyle.  When there are more matches than can be accommodated indoors in Mont. Co, MCTA may play at indoors TCCP (Junior Tennis Champion Center) and/or outdoors, weather permitting.  When teams have players who belong to private clubs, those clubs may allow their courts to be used for JTT matches; JTT matches may be played at Congressional, Columbia, Lakewood and Bethesda Country Clubs.
If a captain would like to have matches played at their home courts (clubs in which they are a member), the club and MCTA may be able to make arrangements if the JTT Administrator is alerted during Team Registration.

Do teams hold practices?  Do teams have coaches?

Most teams are captained by a parent volunteer.  Most do not hold practices nor have a tennis coach.  If a team chooses to arrange practices or coaching, it is done independent of MCTA.

How much does it cost?

The cost to play JTT varies with the season.  Player fees are determined based on the number of matches a team can expect to play in that season.  An 8 week season may cost a player around $95.  Winter tends to be the longest season and spring the shortest.  A majority of player fees go to cover court costs.  Additionally, each player is required by USTA to purchase a team shirt in the first season played.  (USTA’s JTT year runs from Sept. 1 through Aug. 31, so MCTA’s first season is fall).
Does my son/daughter have to be a member of USTA?

Yes, all players playing MCTA JTT must be current USTA members.  When registering, TennisLink will direct you to their membership link to join or update an expiring USTA membership.  USTA membership is outside of JTT player fees and is about $18 per year depending upon the membership category.

Can my son/daughter try it out to see if he/she likes it before registering?

In the fall and winter seasons, players may join the Registered Substitute list for a nominal fee as one way to try out JTT.  A player already on a team may also sub in a different division than the one he/she plays in order to try out that level.  Substitutes are not used in the spring season.

What if MCTA can’t find a team for my son/daughter?

We do our best to help players find teams.  However, if a spot is not available, a player may join the Registered Substitute list and wait until the following season.  Players are referred to captains based first on age and ability and then on when they contact the JTT Coordinator requesting placement.

