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Montgomery County Tennis Association




MCTA JTT 2010 Spring Championship Season

12-, 14-, and 18-under Divisions

TEAMS: MCTA requires a minimum of six (6) and a maximum of ten (10) players to be registered for each team; each team must have at least 3 boys and 3 girls.  If any player on a team has 300 or more ranking points as of Aug. 31, 2009, the team must play in the Advanced division, regardless of the age group in which ranking points were earned.  All players on a team must remain age-eligible through Aug. 31, 2010.
PLAYER PARTICIPATION: While captains have the ultimate responsibility for deciding who plays in any specific match, it is expected that every registered player will participate in at least 3 matches during the season.   
MATCH SCHEDULE: All JTT matches are played where and when scheduled in Team TennisLink. It is an expected courtesy for coaches to advise one another directly in advance if they cannot field a full line-up for a match.
MATCH FORMAT: A Team Match plays on three (3) courts simultaneously and consists of two (2) singles matches (1 boy’s and 1 girl’s) and one (1) mixed doubles match.  Hence, each Team Match requires four (4) players from each team.  Any individual match which does not conform to this format is considered a default.
Dress Codes: Appropriate attire always includes tennis shoes and is required at JTT matches.  Failure to comply with dress codes may result in either a default for that player or that player being required to purchase appropriate clothing from the pro shop.  Contact the host site with any questions in this regard. (Links to websites of all tennis facilities hosting MCTA Junior Team Tennis matches can be found on the MCTA website under Tennis Resources/Links.) 
Balls: Each facility will provide 3 cans of balls for the 3 matches.  Coaches pick them up at the front desk when checking in, and return used balls to the facility when matches are over.
Length of Play/Lateness: Each individual court will have 90 minutes to play the match, including a maximum ten-minute warm-up – this includes ground strokes, volleys, overheads and serves.  The USTA Point Penalty System applies: for 0:00–5:00 minutes late, penalty is loss of toss + one game; 5:00–10:00 minutes late, penalty is loss of toss + 2 games; at 10:01 late, penalty is default.  The clock at the facility will be used to determine match start/end, warm up period, and lateness penalties.
Coaching: Not permitted during a match in any of these divisions.
Defaults: If a team does not have four players to play all individual matches scheduled in a team match, then that team must default either one singles court (if 3 team players are available) or the doubles court (if only 2 team members are available) and pay a corresponding default fee of $16 per singles court defaulted and $32 per doubles court defaulted (their opponent’s court cost). If a team does not have at least two players available for a match, and hence does not have a mathematical chance to win the match, it must default the entire team match and pay a corresponding default fee of $64. When defaults occur, the team receiving the default is credited with a 6-0, 6-0 win at each position defaulted. MCTA will keep track of all defaults, and at regular intervals over the course of the season will bill each team captain that owes net default fees and will reimburse each team captain that has a net credit of defaults received. 
Defaults/Advancement:  For a player to be eligible to advance with his/her team to the USTA/Md. District Championships, no more than 2 individual match wins may be the result of defaults.
The defaulting team “owns” the defaulted courts.  If the opposing team wishes to use courts vacant due to a default for practice, an agreement may be made between the two captains.  Any such agreement for sharing or assuming court costs must be reported to MCTA in order for payment to be applied appropriately.
Use of Unregistered Players  During the Spring Championship season, subs may be used so that players have the opportunity to play – the use of a sub is considered a default and is scored 6-0, 6-0.  Subs do not need to be USTA members or registered MCTA JTT players. Where Subs are used, any payment for a court fee is as agreed between the parties but shall not exceed $16 per substitute (the fee charged registered players). 
SCORING: An individual match uses regular tennis scoring and best of 2 tiebreak sets.  If players split sets, then a a 10-point match tie break is played.  If the number of games won in an individual match is equal (e.g., 6-3, 4-6, 1-0), it will be recorded in TennisLink as a tie.  If the number of games in the team match is equal (e.g., 26 to 26), then the match is considered a tie.  

If in a tiebreak when time expires, a team is awarded the tie-break game if and only if six or more points have been played and one team is ahead by two or more points. Otherwise, the tiebreak does not count. 

Set Tie-Break: The winner is the first player to win seven points while leading by at least two points. The first player to serve does so for one point from the deuce court; thereafter, each player serves two points beginning in the ad court.  Players switch ends after every 6 points.  
Match Tie-Break: Played only if the players split sets and time allows. The winner is the first player to win ten points while leading by at least two points. The first player to serve does so for one point from the deuce court; thereafter, each player serves two points beginning in the ad court.  Players switch ends after every six points.
Reporting Scores: Winning teams are responsible for posting scores in Team TennisLink within 72 hours of the completed match. If you have any problems, contact MCTA at jtt@mctatennis.org. Tip: a Coach’s tutorial for using Team TennisLink is available as a downloadable document on the MCTA website.

CALCULATING STANDINGS:  The team winning the most games at the end of the season will be declared the winner of that division.  MCTA relies on TennisLink as the official system for score reporting and Standings.   
REGISTRATION:  Parents or Coaches intent on managing a team must notify MCTA at jtt@mctatennis.org providing their name and personal contact information, JTT Captain/Coach Identification Number, appropriate JTT Division, and desired team name.  MCTA then assigns that team a specific JTT Team Code that the coach shares with the players committed to participate on the team. Each player then registers on-line using that Team Code.   
Alternatively, players without a team may request that MCTA attempt to arrange a team placement for them. Regardless of registration method, each player must possess a valid USTA membership prior to registering for a JTT team or program.  
Background Screening:  Effective Feb 2010, USTA Mid-Atlantic has implemented mandatory background screening for all JTT Coaches/Captains.   Specific information can be found on our website, www.mctatennis.org, or on the MAS website, www.midatlantic.usta.com/
Global/Custom%20Pages/USTA%20Jr%20Team%20Tennis/Background%20Checks/Home.aspx
Registration Deadlines: in order to plan effectively for the season, captains must be identified and teams must have at least six players registered by April 27th, 2010 in order to be included in the JTT 2010 match schedule. Additional players may register for an established team at any time; such players pay the full registration fee when doing so. 

FEES: There are two types of fees—(1) administrative: each individual player pays an administrative fee when registering on Team TennisLink; and (2) match court fees: players pre-pay the equivalent of 5 matches when registering on Team TennisLink.  Where individual players participate in more/less matches, they reconcile payment with the affected player directly at a rate of $16 per player per match.  

Team Shirts:  The cost of a team shirt is included in the TennisLink Admin. Fee.  Players are required by USTA to purchase one team shirt in a Championship year (as of Jan. 2010).  Additional team shirts are optional.

ADVANCEMENT:  The winner of each division is eligible to advance to MCTA at the USTA Maryland District Championships, assuming that all state, section, and national requirements have been met.  The first and second place teams at Districts will be eligible to advance to the USTA Mid-Atlantic Section Championships.  The winners of 14-under and 18-under divisions will be eligible to advance to the USTA National Championships.
